
 

Welcome Back! 
 
Seeing all the smiling faces, students and adults, on the first day back at school was an excellent start to the 
year! Infectious laughter and chatter is once again filling the playground and classrooms.  
 
A warm welcome to all our families, in particular our new preps and their families. I have been spending 
time in all classrooms and the way everyone has settled is incredible. I often use the saying ‘start as you 
plan to continue’, our start indicates great things are ahead.  
 
This year our theme is United in Hope, this aligns with the Jubilee Year theme, Pilgrims of Hope. The 
"most beautiful gift" the Catholic Church and its members can give the world is a reason to live with hope, 
Pope Francis said. "The Christian cannot be satisfied with having hope; he or she must also radiate hope, 
be a sower of hope".  To radiate and sow hope, a beautiful guiding purpose to our words, decisions and 
actions. 
 
Our first term is jam-packed with lots of excellent learning planned.  Our structures this year are providing 
opportunities for change, students will be supported and encouraged to stretch themselves. Examples 
include Year 2s attending swim classes, Year 4s participating in Inter School Sport and extended Student 
Leadership; Young Vinnies, Sustainability Team, Student Improvement Team and Library Monitors. 
Academically we will continue our focus on Explicit Instruction in the Literacy and Mathematics areas. 
The professional learning of staff is an ongoing priority ensuring that we are delivering current, diverse and 
learning and teaching where every student achieves growth and success. We will also move towards 
student led learning conversations as part of our assessment and reporting, this includes goal setting and 
learning showcases.  
 
A positive home school partnership is proven to be a crucial factor in students' success. Critical to this is 
effective communication, the importance of school to home and home to school communication cannot be 
underplayed. Teachers and myself can be contacted via email or phone, additionally teachers collect their 
class off the line each morning and have time for a quick chat. Please don’t hesitate to reach out.  
 
The year’s first event is the Opening School and Commissioning Mass, Sunday 16 February at 11am. I 
invite all families to attend to support our staff, Student Leaders and School Advisory Council as they are 
commissioned in their roles. After Mass there will be time to catch up with old friends and welcome new 
families in the school grounds. Families are encouraged to bring a picnic lunch.  
 
An important and highly anticipated event is our yearly Twilight Fair, Friday 28 February. The P & F and 
Fair Committee are hard at work. Your support where available is much appreciated, please take the time 
to read information as it is supplied, it really is an amazing night building social capital while also 
fundraising.  
 
Looking forward to 2025 as it evolves and unfolds. 

 
Tania Bennett   
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2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Term 1   

Date Time Activity 

Mon—Thurs 
3-6 February 

 Swimming—Grades 2 - 6 

Friday 
7 February 

 Swimming Trials 

Tuesday 
11 February 

9.30-
10.30am 

Open Morning 

Wednesday 
12 February 

6.30pm “Initial Lit” Parent 
Information Evening 

Sunday 
16 February 

11am  Opening School and 
Commissioning Mass & 
Picnic—all welcome 

February 
17-19  February 

 Camp—Years 5-6 

Monday 
24 February 

 District Swimming 

Wednesday 
26 February 

 New School Photo Day 

Mon—Wed 
17—19 February 

 Grade 5/6 Camp 

Friday 
28 February 

3.30-
8.30pm 

2025 Twilight Fair 

Wednesday 
5 March 

11.30am Ash Wednesday Whole 
School Mass—all welcome 

Thursday 
6 March 

9.30-
10.30am 

Open Morning 

Friday 
7 March 

 School Closure day—
professional learning– 
maths 

Monday 
10 March 

 Labour Day public holiday 

Wednesday 
12 March 

 Naplan begins 

Wednesday 
12 March 

7pm Reconciliation Formation 
Evening—Year 3 

Friday 
14 March 

9.15am Prep/1RG Class Mass 

Sunday 
16 March 

11am Reconciliation Commitment 
Mass 

Sunday 
16 March 

 Catholic Education Week 
begins 

Monday 
17 March 

 Cultural Diversity Week 
starts 

Monday 
17 March 

9.30am Story Time session 

Tuesday 
18 March 

 Student/Parent/Teacher 
Learning Conversations 

Friday 
21 March 

9.15am 2/3MG & 4MH Class Mass 

Wednesday 
26 March 

9.30-
10.30am 

Open Morning 

Wednesday 
26 March 

7pm Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Friday 
28 march 

9.15am 5/6 BW & 5/6 RL Class Mass 

Tuesday 
1 April 

2.30—
5.00pm 

Learning Showcases 

Friday 
4 April 

1.00pm Term 1 ends 

 SCHOOL PHOTO DAY—

Wednesday 26 February 

 

Term 2   

Date Time Activity 

Monday 
21 April 

 Easter Monday 

Tuesday 
22 April 

8.50am Term 2 begins 

Friday 
25 April 

 Anzac Day public holiday 

Monday 
9 June 

 King’s Birthday public 
holiday 

Tuesday 
10 June 

 School Closure— 
Assessment and reporting 

Friday 
1 July 

 Student/Parent/Teacher 
Learning Conversations 

Friday 
4 July 

1.00pm Term 2 ends 

Term 3   

Monday 
21 July 

8.50am Term 3 begins 

Friday 
19 September 

1.00pm Term 3 ends 

Term 4   

Monday 
6 October 

8.50am Term 4 begins 

Monday 
3 November 

 School Closure—Assessment 
and Reporting 

Tuesday 
4 November 

 Melbourne Cup public 
holiday 

Friday 
19 December 

1.00pm Term 4 ends—date to be 
confirmed 





 

5/6 RL HOLIDAY REFLECTIONS  

 
My lovely summer holidays ended with a two week trip to Japan with 
my cousins. We first went to Universal Studios together. The second 
theme park we went to was Disney Sea. The third theme park we went to 
was Disneyland. My favourite theme park was Disney Sea because there 
was better sightseeing and rides. We also went snowboarding in Hakuba 
for five days. The mountains we went to are Imore, Happo One and Es-
cal Plaza. I loved this holiday! 

 

By Emily C 

 
 

On the school holidays I went to the island state of Tasmania. When we got out of the airport 
and caught a shuttle to a car rental. After we got a car we went to stay in Hobart for two days. 
For the rest of the first day we went to the place we were staying and went to the beach to eat 
dinner. After the second day we got ready to leave and went to stay with the Hancock family. 
While we were there we went to the beach, watched movies, and went to a different town. When 
me and my family left for our final day, we went to Pirate Bay and did the Port Arthur ghost tour. 

By Nathan 

 
 

MY HOLIDAYS 

By Xavier 

 
Over the school holidays I did lots of things that were fun and exciting. Although my fa-
vourite thing that my family and I did was our trip to Venus Bay with some of my friends 
from my cricket team. We stayed at my best friend, Freddy’s house and Lachy and Henry 
came over twice during our 4 night stay. We went to the beach a couple of times and we 
had a fun time there. I had the most fun when we went to the salt/freshwater river and 
went on the boat. Freddy went wakeboarding and the rest of us had turns on the biscuit. I 
had lots of fun! 
 
 

My  holidays were great. They were filled with everyday swims in Robe that were so refreshing 
and made all my worries go away as the waves crash onto shore. We went out a lot for family din-
ners and would go out for ice cream for dessert. In Melbourne I had lots of exciting adventures 
like Bounce, Watermarc and mini golf and plenty of playdates and sleepovers with my friend. I 
also spent my time reading along with deep sleep till 12 o'clock. I enjoyed all of it very much yet 
am very glad to be back at school. 
By Ava B 











DON’T FORGET TO FOLLOW 
 https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour 

 
 

 https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/   

  Parkside Netball Club is looking for U9 Players for Season 1! 

Parkside Netball Club is a thriving community club in the Fairfield, Alphington, Northcote and Thornbury areas. Teams 

play in the Darebin Netball Association competition on Saturday mornings. Parkside currently has teams in 9&Under to 

Open (20+) age groups.  

With the start of the new season we are specifically looking for players for a new 9&Under team (born 2016 or 2017). 

Limited netball experience is expected and okay! Your enthusiasm is what we want to see. If you are interested in join-

ing an older team please get in contact as we have some vacancies in other age groups as well! 

Game day Information: Saturdays 8:20-9:10am start times (9&Under), 40 minute matches 

Location: Narrandjeri Stadium - 281 Darebin Rd Thornbury 

For more information call or email: Nat 0438 334 012; players@parksidenetballclub.org.au 

Website https://parksidenetballclub.org.au/    

https://www.facebook.com/stanthonysalphington/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.instagram.com/stanthonysalphington/
https://parksidenetballclub.org.au/


 

All students attending St Anthony’s Primary School have the right to feel safe.  The care, safety and wellbeing of children and 
young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school.     


